
8th Grade Units at a Glance 

Time Text Focus Unit Theme Text Complexity Content and Standards 

1st 9 Literature 
 
A collection of short 
literature texts with 
some informational 
articles.  

The Challenge 
of Heroism 

Most texts are 
accessible to students 
but grow in 
complexity toward 
the end of the unit.    

Narrative writing—students 
demonstrate their knowledge 
of narrative techniques and 
writer’s craft in a short story 
that follows the archetype of 
the hero’s journey.  
 
Informative writing—students 
compose an essay that defines 
their concept of heroism based 
on relevant readings.  

2nd 9 Literature 
 
Class Novel—
Fahrenheit 451 by 
Ray Bradbury 
 
Supplemental texts 
to the novel include 
articles, short stories 
and essays.  
 

The Challenge 
of Utopia 

The anchor text is 
complex with respect 
to dystopian society. 
The supporting texts 
are complex and are 
considered 
moderately difficult 
for students.   

Informative/ expository 
writing—students demonstrate 
their understanding of the 
concept of dystopia or the 
concept of The Hero’s Journey.  
 
Argumentative writing—
students compose and 
argument essay to support a 
claim about a debatable 
idea.  

3rd 9 Literature & 
Informational  
 
Class Novel—
Holocaust Narratives 
 
Supplemental texts 
to the novel include 
articles, drama, 
short stories and 
essays.  
 

The Challenge 
to Make a 
Difference 

Holocaust narratives 
are complex in that 
students might be 
unfamiliar with 
Judaism and/or The 
Holocaust. 
Supplemental texts 
are complex and 
considered 
moderately difficult.  

Informative—students draft 
talking points that include 
details from the texts, 
commentary (analysis) and 
discussion questions in 
preparation for a 
presentation.   
 
Argumentative—students write 
to persuade in the form of a 
multimedia presentation that 
informs peers about an issue 
of national or global 
significance and convinces 
them to take action.  

4th 9 Literature & 
Informational  
 
A collection of 
poems, monologues 
and dialogues that 
help students 
understand how 
writers use 
language for 
effect.  

The Challenge 
of Comedy 

Texts are complex, 
students read 
Shakespearean text. 

Informative—students write an 
analysis of a humorous text. 
 
Narrative—students perform 
a scene in order to 
demonstrate their 
understanding of 
Shakespeare’s text, elements 
of comedy, and performance.   
 
   

 


